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Bill Type and Number:  Resolution 2007-984
Sponsor:  Council Members Yarborough and Bishop
Date of Introduction:  September 11, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference:  TEU; LUZ
Date of Analysis:  September 12, 2007
Type of Action:  Statement of Opposition
Bill Summary:  This bill expresses the Council’s continued opposition to any extension of any runway at Craig Air Field.  It requests that the Jacksonville Aviation Authority cease any plans and efforts to thwart the will of the neighbors and the Council.  Additionally, the Council directs that the Chief of Legislative Services forward this resolution to the Jacksonville Aviation Authority and to the Director of the Planning and Development Department.
Background Information:  During the last thirty-four years, residents in the vicinity of the air field, together with various elected officials and City planning staff, have opposed the extension of any runways at Craig Municipal Airport.  A 1973 Jacksonville Port Authority report noted that the airport is limited because of increasing non-compatible land use on its perimeters, that runway extensions are improbable due to environmental impact, and that the facility should continue the role it held at the time, with the community ultimately depending upon a fourth site for executive jet and certain other capabilities.  The bill states that the Comprehensive Plan currently prohibits an extension to Craig Air Field and the Jacksonville Aviation Authority has requested a change to strike the runway length limitation.  It also states that a sufficient number of runways exist in the Jacksonville area to service air traffic without the extension of any runway at Craig.
Policy Impact Area:  Airports; Planning and Zoning
Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined
Analyst:  Campbell
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